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Mr Speaker, I would like to commend the Hon Member for Sekyere Afram Plains and also, the 

Hon Member from Agogo in the Asante Akim North Constituency. 

Mr Speaker, in fact, we share the same border and so, the issue which has to do with 

transhumance, is dear to my heart because of the following reasons: 

Mr Speaker, transhumance simply means the movement of people with their livestock in search 

of water and food. In other words, what the transhumance herder basically needs is grass and 

water for his animals. But how did they enter Ghana? Did they enter the country by themselves, 

or the routes that they go through are directed by Ghanaians? 

So, in looking at the activities of the transhumance, we should look at the socio-economics, the 

causes of river bodies, the destruction of farm lands and soil degradation which are all important 

if we are to handle the transhumance carefully. 

Mr Speaker, the activities of transhumance herders contribute to the economies of host 

countries in terms of cross-border livestock trade, livestock related jobs and tax revenue 

generation. Transhumance herders supply major urban centres with food, animal protein such 

as meat and milk. 

In fact, these are to the advantage of the host countries but the herders at the same time also 

cause economic devastation to our country in the area of crop destruction, inappropriate –– 

having problems with our womenfolk, causing havoc to our food crops and farms. 

Mr Speaker, there is a way out. If we could come together and form what I call the National 

Transhumance Council, it would help the Saharan countries and the coastal countries. 

Mr Speaker, these are what I am proposing: 

1. Massive awareness creation, nationwide, on the benefits of transhumance if properly 

structured and managed. 

2. Identification, demarcation and creation of well-developed grazing reserves for water 

points and shelter for herdsmen. 

3. Identification and delineation of clearly-defined transhumance routes on corridors to 

grazing reserves. 

4. Creation and equipping of legally-designated entry points for transhumance  cattle at a 

strategic location on our borders. 

5. Creation of fully-equipped resting points along the lifestock corridors or routes. 

6. Enactment and enforcement of all appropriate laws and legislations on transhumance. 



Mr Speaker, with these few words, I appreciate your time. 


